
What does it mean to be a 
church partner with Hope 
Clinic? Hope partners with 

over 80 area churches that support 
Hope through collection drives, finan-
cial support, volunteer efforts, and 
prayer. We are tremendously grateful 
to every single church and all that they 
do on behalf of the people who Hope 
Clinic serves. To illustrate some of the 
different ways congregations can help, 
we’ve profiled four of Hope’s church 
partners.

Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church – 
AACRC is one of the rotating hosts of 
the Sunday evening Hope Fellowship, 
and the church has adopted Hope as 
a local mission with monthly financial 
support. The congregation does month-
ly collections for the food pantry, serves 
once a month at a weekend meal, and 
many members are Hope volunteers. 

AACRC also picks up goods from Pane-
ra every week and brings them to Hope. 
Pastor John Groen says that “Faith in 
Jesus Christ is borne out in following 
Him to show His love in authentic ways 
to those in need. By working with Hope 
Clinic, we at AACRC learn that we are 
in as much need as anyone. People are 
all the same even though their needs 
are different. God bless Hope Clinic as 
it addresses all our needs.”

Living Water Community Church – Liv-
ing Water also hosts the Hope Fellow-
ship, and Associate Pastor Mike Burrell 
volunteers weekly as a prayer minister 
in Hope’s food pantry. The church holds 
collections for food and baby care items 
and adopts families at Christmas. Liv-
ing Water youth have done a number 
of volunteer projects at Hope, including 
painting, yard work, and bulk mailings. 
“The people at Hope Clinic offer hope, 
and that’s what we’re about too,” says 
Pastor Mike. “We don’t have our own 
building, we don’t have a food pan-

try or a medical clinic, so the obvious 
thing is to partner with Hope Clinic. Our 
whole congregation loves Hope because 
it’s full of warm, kind, friendly people.”

St. Francis of Assisi Parish – St. Francis 
does regular grocery drives for Hope’s 
food pantry and holds a special finan-
cial collection once a year. The church 
adopts many families to provide Christ-
mas gifts and has quite a few Hope 
volunteers among its members. The 
parish school also gets involved, with 
projects like making Christmas cards 
for Hope clients or the memorable 
toilet paper drive that kept the Care 
and Share Closet shelves stocked for 
months. Parish Social Ministry Director 
Scott Wright says, “St. Francis supports 
the mission and ministry of Hope Clin-
ic because hospitality and a generosity 
of welcome are an integral part of our 
Christian faith and community life. We 
are all brothers and sisters in Christ and 
our desire is to reach out and offer all 
a share in the abundant gifts of God. 
Jesus exhorts us, his disciples, to 
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Members of AACRC clean out the building that will soon 
be Hope’s new produce stand

Living Water youth beautifying the grounds

Delivering a St. Francis food drive

Continued on page 2.



“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’” – Matthew 25:40

Over the years, Hope Clinic has been 
fortunate to receive support from area 
churches who believe in our mission 
to care for the medical, dental, and 
other basic needs of people while min-
istering to the whole person with dig-
nity and respect. We are so grateful for 
these churches’ volunteers who care 
for and feed the needy in our commu-
nity, for their financial support that al-
lows us to continue the work we do, 
for their willingness to minister to our 
community through the Hope Fellow-
ship services and special events, and 
most importantly, for the prayer sup-
port they provide.

In this edition of the newsletter, we 
highlight four of the many churches 
who partner with Hope, who see the 
mission field not as a distant land 
overseas, but literally as a place a few 
miles from their doors. They have been 
called to action, using their gifts and 
talents to not only help people, but to 
further God’s Kingdom. 

We at Hope, along with all of our 
church partners, are simply called to 
serve. Our foundation verse, stated 
above, has guided the work of Hope 
Clinic through its entire existence. It 
reminds us daily of our call to serve 
those who come to us for help. We are 
lucky to be in the midst of our mission 
field--our backyard, our neighborhood, 
and beyond. Thank you for your ser-
vice in the work of Hope through your 
prayers, the giving of your talents, and 

your financial donations. Together 
in service, we are able to heal, touch 
lives, and restore hope.
 
Matthew Hudson

Executive Director

From the Executive 
Director’s Desk

The Hope Clinic Newsletter is published by 
Hope Medical Clinic, Inc. Hope is an interde-
nominational Christian medical, dental, and 
social service agency whose goal is to provide 
compassionate and practical help to those in 
need, ministering to the whole person. Hope 
is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.

P.O. Box 980311, Ypsilanti, MI 48198-0311
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Strong Tower Ministries serves up  a meal

witness to our faith in practical ways, 
to reach out in support for the poor, the 
needy, the sick, and the vulnerable.”

Strong Tower Ministries – A group 
from Strong Tower has been cooking 
up the fourth-Sunday weekend meal 
every month for over ten years, dating 
back to the years when Hope’s week-
end meals were served in the Ypsilanti 

Salvation Army building. The church 
also regularly holds various collections 
for Hope. They created “blessing bags” 
full of toiletry items that they handed 
out at one of the meals, and they have 
done clothing collections for Hope cli-
ents at Christmas time. Men’s Ministry 
Coordinator Al Brown says the church 
members love coming to Hope Clinic 
and are blessed by giving back. “We’re 
dedicated and committed, and we love 
cooking and seeing the happy faces of 
people who are so appreciative. They’re 
why we’re so dedicated.”

If your church would like to learn more 
about partnering opportunities at Hope 
Clinic, contact Connie Hallom at 734-961-
0548 or challom@thehopeclinic.org.

Hope’s Church Partners
Continued from page 1.



Fox Hills Golf & Banquet Center 
in Plymouth was the site of a 
very special evening on June 11 

as many members of the Hope fam-
ily gathered to celebrate the lives and 
legacy of Dr. Dan Heffernan and his 
wife Bev. It was 1982 when Dr. Dan 
founded Hope Clinic with much sup-
port from Bev, planting the seeds for 
the multi-service agency that Hope 
is today. The event was a chance to 
honor Dr. Dan and Bev for their many 
years of service and dedication as they 
enter into retirement from the work of 
Hope Clinic.

A highlight of the evening was the 
airing of the video Dan and Beverly 
Heffernan:  The Story of Hope Clin-
ic. As Dr. Dan and Bev shared their 
memories of responding to God’s 
call, we saw their faithfulness, humil-
ity, humor, and love of family woven 
throughout their recollections. Many 
thanks to Adam Earl and RepairClinic.
com for producing this delightful vid-
eo (visit Hope’s web site or facebook 
page for a link to view).

A big thanks to ev-
eryone who participat-
ed in the celebration, 
including speakers 
Deacon Dan Foley, 
Amelia Murphy, Tony 
Redente, Pastor Levon 
Yuille, and Cathy Rob-
inson; patrons Dan 
and Dolly Foley, John 
and Beth Freitas, Terry 
and Denise Owens, 
and Bank of Ann Ar-
bor; all the members 
of the event planning 
committee; the Huron 
High School Orches-
tra String Quartet; 
and everyone who at-
tended and donated 
to the event. Dr. Dan 
was presented with a 
book filled with letters 
to him and Bev from 
many of their friends 
and colleagues. Thanks 
to all who contributed 
and to Nancy and Larry Beach for 
designing the book of memories.

Honoring Dr. Dan and Bev Heffernan

Dr. Dan

Hope patient Amelia Murphy

Hope Clinic Medical Director Dr. Jean Cederna with Dr. Dan



Many thanks to the following 
churches, schools, and other 
organizations that
volunteered at Hope and/or 
made donations of food 
and other items:

Thank you to the following organizations for 
their financial support:

• The DMC Foundation for a grant to support patient advocacy 
 services and health and wellness initiatives at the Wayne Clinic

• First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor for a 
 grant to Hope’s Ypsilanti Medical Clinic

• Food Gatherers for an award of Carrot Credits   
 (food-purchasing credits) and operational 
 support for Hope’s food programs 

• Michigan Department of Community Health    
 for operational funding for the Ypsilanti 
 Medical Clinic and the Wayne Medical Clinic 

Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church
Belleville Church of God
Community Housing
Covenant Community Church
Grace Church, Canton
Faith Assembly Church, Ypsilanti
First Baptist Church, Ypsilanti
First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor
First Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
   of Ann Arbor
Knox Presbyterian
Lincoln Community United Methodist Church
Living Water Community Church
Running Fit
Saline Assembly of God Church
Sisters in Christ
Spiritus Sanctus Academy, Ann Arbor
St. Andrew Catholic Church, Saline
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church – 
Blanket Ladies
Swing Phi Swing Social Fellowship, Inc.
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
TOPS 1560
Unity Church of Ann Arbor
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Zion Lutheran Church

Special Thanks To:
Larry Mieras, father of long-time Hope volunteer 

Cindy Pressprich. Larry designed, built, and installed 
a beautiful wall-mounted bookshelf for the clini-
cian’s office in the Ypsilanti Medical Clinic.

Kathy Weber, Hope Dental Clinic’s very own 
tooth fairy, for her most recent generous donation 
of toothbrushes.

Left to right:  Hope Medical Clinic Coordinator Jim O’Neil, Hope Executive Director Matt Hudson, 
Priority Health Associate VP Rick O’Donnell, and Priority Health Vice President Don Whitford

Hope recently received a $2,500 grant from Priority Health that is 
being used to supply our medical clinic pharmacy with some of 

the most common medications that we distribute. Former Hope staff 
member and long-time volunteer Alice O’Donnell learned of the grant 
opportunity because her husband works for Priority Health. Thank you 
to Priority Health for helping us address our patients’ medication needs, 
and thank you to Alice for making us aware of the grant program. 

Thank You To:



The Benefits of Volunteering

Volunteering is a wonderful way 
to give back to your commu-
nity, but it is also one of the 

most beneficial activities a person can 
engage in. It has health benefits, social 
benefits, and can often lead to finan-
cial benefits. And most certainly the 
greatest benefit is the spiritual benefit. 
Here’s why--research shows that 
regular volunteering can contribute to 
improved mental and physical health. 
Volunteering has also been shown 
to reduce stress and build your social 
network by creating opportunities 
to interact with people who have the 
same interests and passions as you. 
Financially it has been shown that vol-
unteering is an effective way to gain 
valuable experience and to explore 
new skills. This can lead to employ-
ment in a new field or advancement in 
a current field. 

Volunteering can be one of the great-
est ways to express the faith, hope, 
and love we have for our community, 
and it benefits both the people who 
help and those who are served. 

Listed below is a sample of Hope 
Clinic volunteer needs. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering in one of these 
capacities or would like to know about 
other volunteer opportunities at 
Hope, please contact Connie Hallom 
at 734-484-2989 x302 or challom@
thehopeclinic.org

Dental Clinic: 

Hope is seeking volunteers to serve 
at our Ypsilanti dental clinic. Den-
tists, dental hygienists, and dental 
assistants (all licensed in the State of 
Michigan) are needed for weekday 
daytime hours. 

Food Programs:  

Fresh Produce – Mondays 1 - 4 pm. 
Help sort produce and assist clients 
with selecting fruits and vegetables at 
Hope’s onsite Farm Stand.

Food Pantry – Wednesdays 1 - 4 pm. 
Assist clients with onsite grocery 
shopping.

Medical Clinic   
Administrative Positions: 

The Medical Clinic has numerous posi-
tions for non-medical professionals to 
help with records retrieval, donation 
processing, front desk support, and 
other assignments. 

Office Work:     

Groups are needed to assist with bulk 
mailing projects. Groups may work 
onsite or offsite. Our greatest need is 
during October and November. 

Yard Work:     

Both our Ypsilanti and Westland loca-
tions need yard work help throughout 
the summer and early fall on a regular 
basis. Tasks include planting, weeding, 
and tending the grounds. Weekend 
and evening scheduling is available. 

Romans 15:13  
h

May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so 
that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you 
may abound in hope.

Wish List
	 •	 Right-handed	wrist	braces
	 •	 Right-handed	forearm	
  braces
	 •	 EpiPen	auto-injectors
	 •	 Exam	room	gloves
	 •	 True	Result	glucose	
  testing meters (available 
  on Amazon)
	 •	 Financial	donations	
  designated for any of the 
  above items always 
  welcome

Also, the clinician office at 
the Ypsilanti Medical Clinic 
needs wall-mounted racks for 
lab coats. We are looking for 
someone who might be inter-
ested in donating such a system 
and/or has the expertise to 
advise us about constructing or 
installing wall-mounted racks. 
Since this is a very specific 
request, please contact Clinic 
Coordinator Jim O’Neil at 
734-961-3132 or joneil@the-
hopeclinic.org to discuss your 
interest.
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