
Hope Dental Clinic has 
two dentists on staff, 
Dr. Ali Nikoo and Dr. 

Stacey Hanks. They serve pa-
tients five days a week, provid-
ing general preventive and re-
storative care, including simple 
extractions, fillings, and some 
types of periodontal treatment. 
To supplement the services 
available at Hope Dental Clinic, 
a network of dentists and oral 
surgeons provide specialty care 
for Hope patients in their of-
fices free of charge, but these 
services are limited and wait-
ing lists are long.

One service that Hope Dental 
Clinic Coordinator Becky Lew-
is had long wished to be able 
to offer on-site at Hope is root canal 
work. When Dr. Dave Repasky began 
volunteering at Hope last fall, it was 
an answer to Ms. Lewis’ prayers. The 
number of Hope patients who need root 
canals far exceeds the available oppor-
tunities in off-site specialists’ offices. 
Many Hope patients have been forced 
to resort to extractions because they are 
suffering from pain and cannot afford 
to have root canals done elsewhere. Ev-
ery month Dr. Repasky performs root 
canals for one to two patients at Hope, 
relieving their pain and providing the 
most appropriate treatment for their 
condition.

Dr. Repasky retired as the Dental Di-

rector of the Wayne County Health De-
partment about five years ago and re-
tired from private practice about a year 
and a half ago. Along with his volunteer 
work at Hope, he still substitutes in pri-
vate practice occasionally. Performing 
root canals at Hope Dental Clinic allows 
Dr. Repasky to continue practicing den-
tistry without having to worry about the 
business details.

Dr. Repasky has found volunteering 
at Hope to be very rewarding. “Every-
one who comes here appreciates what 
you’re doing, and they’re very thank-
ful to receive the services,” he notes. 
He is also very grateful that Dr. Nikoo 
and Dr. Hanks are on the Hope staff. Dr. 

Repasky is able to perform the 
root canals, and the staff den-
tists do the fillings afterwards, 
so patients receive excellent co-
ordination of care.

Dr. Repasky learned of the 
great need for volunteer den-
tists at Hope from his friend 
Karen Ridley, RDH, MS. For 
many years, Ms. Ridley super-
vised the dental hygiene stu-
dents from the University of 
Michigan School of Dentistry 
during their rotations at Hope. 
Ms. Ridley had often told Dr. 
Repasky about Hope Clinic’s 
work and suggested that when 
they both retired they could 
volunteer at Hope. Dr. Repasky 
retired first and took her up 

on the idea. He’s also helping to make 
other dental professionals aware of the 
need for volunteers by chairing Hope’s 
dental recruitment committee. Ms. Rid-
ley also serves on the committee.

In retirement, Dr. Repasky has en-
joyed pursuing his many outdoor hob-
bies, including golfing, kayaking, and 
fishing. Skiing was also on the list un-
til his wife Linda, a Certified Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioner, broke her leg. The 
couple attend St. Mary Student Parish 
in Ann Arbor, where they enjoy the 
diverse community and student activi-
ties the church offers. Thank you Dr. 
Repasky for helping restore the dental 
health of Hope Clinic patients.
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Hope volunteer dentist Dr. Repasky provides root canals for patients



Restoration:  the act or process of 
returning something to its original con-
dition by repairing it, cleaning it, etc.

2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come:  The old has gone, the new 
is here!”

Restoration has been on my heart 
in recent days. At the core of our 
Christian faith, we live daily with 
restoration as we fall to sin and need 
to take our brokenness before God to 
be forgiven. Second Corinthians 5:17 
speaks to this – we, as humans, are 
born whole, but because of sin, we are 
broken. As we walk with Christ, we 
become anew (or for my point here, 
restored to wholeness again). Praise 
God, He forgives! 

Hope Clinic exists to restore people 
to health, as well as to let them 
experience the love of Christ when 

they are in our building. With this 
theme of restoration, this issue of our 
newsletter highlights Hope Dental 
Clinic, including the Saline Day of Car-
ing held for Hope dental patients on 
Friday, July 25th. Six dental practices 
in the Saline area provided cleanings, 
restorative care, and specialty work 
to our patients, helping us serve more 
people than we could on our own and 
restore them in more ways than just 
filling cavities.

It’s hard to understate the many 
benefits that receiving dental care has 
for people. When they first come to 
Hope, many of our patients are in dire 
need of care and often require mul-
tiple visits to restore them to needing 
just two cleanings a year. As Hope’s 
Dental Director Dr. Kevin Sloan puts it, 
“We restore smiles and we restore self-
respect. We restore dignity. We restore 
employability. We restore relation-
ships. We give people back confidence 

socially, so we do a lot more than 
fix teeth, we give people their lives 
back.” Thank you to all Hope staff, 
volunteers, and dental practices who 
helped make the Saline Day of Caring 
such a success for our patients!

Matthew Hudson
Executive Director

From the Executive 
Director’s Desk

Bill became a Hope Dental Clinic 
patient in October, 2011. He 
hadn’t had dental care in a long 

time and needed numerous extrac-
tions and fillings. By October, 2013 
Hope staff dentist Dr. Stacey Hanks 
determined that the best course of ac-
tion was to remove all of Bill’s upper 
teeth and add him to the Dental Clinic 
waiting list for dentures. Bill shared 
with Dr. Hanks that his daughter was 
getting married in May of 2014, and 
he really hoped he’d have his dentures 
when he walked her down the aisle. 
As he put it, “You’re not fully dressed 
without a smile on your face!” Un-
fortunately, with healing time after 
extractions plus the time it takes Hope 
to patchwork together resources to 
access dentures and partials for our 
clients, most patients wait a year or 
more to receive their dental appliances. 

Dr. Hanks cautioned Bill that he might 
not have his new teeth for his daugh-
ter’s wedding, but she and the rest of 
the Dental Clinic staff began to pray 
regularly that Bill’s dentures would ar-
rive on time.

Two months before the wedding, 
Bill’s mouth had healed enough to 
receive dentures. Amazingly, the Den-
tal Clinic had received a grant to help 
pay for dentures and partials for its 
patients. In addition a volunteer den-
tist, Dr. Marnie Grant, was ready and 
willing to immediately see Bill to start 
the process. At his appointment with 
Dr. Grant in April, Bill again expressed 
his wish to have his dentures for the 
wedding. Dr. Grant and the Dental 
Clinic Staff became passionate about 
seeing his wish come true! Through 
Dr. Grant’s heroic efforts – even call-
ing the lab to make sure they would 

get them done on 
time—Bill had his 
new dentures days 
before the big 
event. He came 
right to Hope 
Dental Clinic from 
his final fitting to 
show off to the 
staff. In his words 
“I just want to go 
someplace for a 
walk and smile at 
people…”

Bill is just one 
of many of people 
who have received new smiles through 
the work of Hope Dental Clinic, our 
dedicated donors and volunteers, 
and of course God’s provision.  As 
Bill says, “On May 27, 2014 my life 
changed--I got a new smile.”

A New Smile for Bill
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Last year Woodland Fam-
ily Dentistry in Saline 
dedicated the morning 

of November 8 to serving 
Hope patients in their office. 
Patients who had been pre-
screened at Hope, ready with 
a complete treatment plan, 
visited Woodland to have 
their treatment completed. 
The Woodland staff found 
the experience so rewarding 
that they wanted to volunteer 
their services again and ask 
other dental practices in Sa-
line to consider joining them. 
As Woodland Office Manager 
Debby Schneider said, “As 
long as we have patients coming out to 
Saline, we might as well invite others.”

This year’s Saline Day of Caring was 
planned for Friday, July 25, and Debby 

helped Hope Dental Clinic Coordinator 
Becky Lewis coordinate the details. A 
letter went out from Woodland Fam-
ily Dentistry to other dental practices 
in the Saline area. Four other practices 
and one oral surgeon joined Woodland 
in donating their time, skills, and offices 
and providing over $35,000 in free ser-
vices to 41 patients on the Day of Car-
ing. Among the services provided were 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, root canals, 
periodontal therapy, and a full-mouth 
extraction provided by oral surgeon Dr. 

Cass Redecki. Hope staff and volun-
teers, particularly Hope Chaplain Wil-
liam Simmons, helped drive patients to 
Saline.

At the office of Drs. Powell and Udrys, 
Dr. Jacqueline Coleman was thankful to 
have the opportunity to help. Her pa-
tient would have lost teeth if he hadn’t 
received fillings at the Day of Caring. 
“We feel like we’re really making a dif-
ference,” said Dr. Coleman.

The front desk staff at Dr. James Ol-
sen’s office were similarly enthusiastic. 
They spoke of the great reception from 
the patients they served and how glad 
they were to be able to help. Kay Fran-
ziel, a hygienist at Pear Tree Dental, said 
“We feel good about doing this. We just 
think it’s wonderful that Hope and our 

office are doing this and giv-
ing back to the community.”

The Saline Day of Caring 
also represented an expan-
sion of services. Becky Lewis 
noted, “The Day of Caring 
provided treatment options 
that have never been provided 
to Hope patients before.” Ms. 
Lewis was referring to the 
multi-stage procedure of a root 
canal followed by a post and 
core and then a crown that Dr. 
James Olsen provided for one 
Hope patient and will be pro-
viding for another.

Ms. Lewis is thrilled by the 
warm response shown by ev-

eryone who participated in this year’s 
Saline Day of Caring. Many of the den-
tal professionals she worked with ex-
pressed their interest in making this 
an annual event. “We are so grateful to 
everyone who made the Saline Day of 
Caring such a success,” said Ms. Lewis. 
“The dentists, hygienists, assistants, 
and office staff all were wonderful. “

Saline Area Dentists’ Day of Caring

Many thanks to the following 
providers who took part in this 
year’s Saline Day of Caring:

Dr. Jean Lesch
Dr. James Olsen
Pear Tree Dental:
 Dr. Tom Poirier
Powell & Udrys, DDS, PC:
 Dr. Jacqueline Coleman
 Dr. Lisa Powell
 Dr. Gytis Udrys
Dr. Cass Radecki
Woodland Family Dentistry:
 Dr. Jill Bell
 Dr. Jennifer McFinton

Special thanks to the two labs 
who donated services:

Nellmar Labs, Ann Arbor
Dental Services Group, 
   Sylvania, Ohio

Hope patient Rick gets his teeth filled by Dr. Jennifer 
McFinton, assisted by Liz

Dr. James Olsen cares for Hope patient Kathleen

Dr. Gytis Udrys and Hope Dental Clinic Coordinator 
Becky Lewis



4

Two part-time employ-
ees joined the Hope 
staff in July. Stacie 

Sprague is the new Medi-
cation and Supply Nurse, 
taking over the position 
from Alice O’Donnell who 
worked at Hope for three 
years and will continue as 
a volunteer. Stacie served 
as a Certified Pharmacy 
Technician in the Navy 
and later went back to 
school at the University 
of Akron at age 53 to be-
come a Registered Nurse. 
Two of her daughters were attend-
ing nursing school at other universi-
ties at the same time. Stacie has had 
experience volunteering at five dif-
ferent clinics, including Hope. She 
finds that Hope Clinic is a great fit 
for her because she can use both her 
nursing and pharmacy tech skills in 
the job.

Susan Starwas is a new Client 
Advocate at Hope, help-

ing us offer advocacy ser-
vices to clients during more hours 
each week. While working at St. 
Joseph Mercy Health System for 43 
years, Susan gained a lot of experi-
ence helping the underserved access 
charity care. In Hope’s early days, 
Susan helped Hope founder Dr. Dan 
gain access to donated x-rays and 
lab services for Hope patients at St. 

Joe’s. Susan has been part 
of the auction committee 
for the Evening of Hope 
for over a decade and be-
gan volunteering at Hope 
as a Client Advocate in 
February before join-
ing the staff. Susan has 
found her knowledge 
and experience of hospi-
tal systems very helpful 
in her job here.

Welcome Stacie and 
Susan!

  Wish List
•	 Bookcase – 32” wide x 80” 
 high by 12-13” deep, 
 moveable shelves, sturdy 
 (preferably not DIY)
•	 Boxed	milk – powdered, or 
 low-calorie almond, soy, or 
 rice milk
•	 Clamshell	containers – that 
 fruits and vegetables come in. 
 Plastic (not styrofoam), any 
 size, rinsed.
•	 Mini-van	– late-model, in 
 good repair
•	 Wrist	splints – all sizes, for 
 right hand or left hand

Dentists	and	Dental	Hygienists:	
 To provide care at our dental clinic in 
Ypsilanti on weekdays.

Dental	Specialists:		
To provide specialty dental care for our 
patients free of charge in their offices.

Licensed	Pharmacists:		
To consult with clinicians and select, 
prepare, and dispense medications. 
May also prepare refill orders.

Medication	Refill	Volunteers:		
Pharmacists and Nurses are needed to 
prepare (but not dispense) medication 
refills while the clinic is closed.

If you are interested in volunteering in 
one of these capacities or would like 
know about other volunteer opportu-
nities at Hope, please contact Connie 
Hallom at 734-961-0548	or challom@
thehopeclinic.org

Volunteer	Needs Introducing 
Stacie Sprague and 

Susan Starwas
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The Hope Clinic Newsletter is published by Hope Medi-
cal Clinic, Inc. Hope is an interdenominational Christian 
medical, dental, and social service agency whose goal is 
to provide compassionate and practical help to those in 
need, ministering to the whole person. Hope is a 501 (c) 
(3) nonprofit organization.

P.O. Box 980311
 Ypsilanti, MI 48198-0311

734-484-2989 (phone)
734-484-6825 (fax)

www.thehopeclinic.org
infor@thehopeclinic.org

On Friday evening June 27, Hope 
held its annual spring fund-
raiser, the 2014 Hope Hoopla at 

Dawn Farm. Cathy Robinson, Hope’s 
founding Executive Director, was hon-
ored with the Daniel D. Heffernan Hu-
manitarian “Lifetime Achievement” 
Award. In addition to her 23 years as 
Executive Director of Hope, Cathy was 

recognized for her service as a Peace 
Corps volunteer, work to benefit the 
homeless, and a lifetime of helping 
others in the name of Christ. Many of 
Cathy’s close family and friends were 
in attendance, and they shared memo-
ries of how Cathy had touched lives 
and hearts. A slide show was played 
of current staff, volunteers, and clients 
holding signs describing Cathy. Every-
one was inspired by the example that 
Cathy has set of serving others in the 
name of Jesus. 

Many thanks to Adam Plo-
maritas, Billy Harrington, Brian 
Young, and Luke Jackson for 
providing the evening’s en-
tertainment, Dawn Farms for 
offering the beautiful venue, 
Ron’s Roadside BBQ and Great 
Harvest for the delicious food, 
and all of the raffle donors:  
Dairy Queen Brazier of Ypsilanti, 
Dom Bakeries, Veronica Gray, Haab’s, 
and Ypsiplanti Garden Supply. A very 
special thanks goes out to our event 
sponsors:  Ann Arbor Dental Care, Ap-
plied Safety & Ergonomics, Inc., Anne 
and Andy Arizala, Aubree’s Pizzeria & 
Grill, Bank of Ann Arbor, Daniel and 
Bev Heffernan, Jo Anne and Bill Paint-
er, and Rehmann. And of course thank 
you to everybody who attended or do-
nated in honor of the event.

The  Hope Hoopla
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It’s a Wonderful Night

Hope’s largest fundraiser of the year, the   
Evening of Hope, is coming up on Friday, 
November 7! We hope you will attend this 

fun and festive evening, this year with a vintage 
theme. You’ll start by mingling with other guests 
among the antique fire engines while bidding on a 
tempting array of silent auction items. Forties jazz 
music will play as you dine on a repast of gourmet 
appetizers from Moveable Feast. Later you’ll enjoy 
dessert as the live auction begins with fabulous 
items and a few surprises. 

For more information please visit our website at thehopeclinic.org or con-
tact Ann Marie Peterson, 734-484-2989, ext. 218 or apeterson@thehope-
clinic.org. Sponsorship and advertising opportunities are available. 

Join us in raising money 
for Hope Clinic by walk-
ing or running on Satur-

day, October 11 at Run Scream 
Run, hosted by Running Fit at 
Wiard’s Orchards in Ypsilan-
ti. Choose from a 1 mile fun-
run/walk, a 5k (3.1 mile), or 
a 10k (6.2 mile) course. Enjoy 
a beautiful fall day, running or 

walking through fields and for-
ests, with doughnuts and cider 
at the finish! 

All participants receive a race 
t-shirt, and 5k and 10k finish-
ers also receive a medal. Bring 
a donation for Hope’s Care and 
Share Closet and you’ll be eli-
gible to win running prizes in 
the Running Fit raffle. Best of 

all, collect pledges from friends 
and family using the forms you 
can find at thehopeclinic.org/
teamhope and you’ll be direct-
ly supporting the work of Hope 
Clinic.

To register for Team Hope, 
go to www.thehopeclinic.org/
teamhope and click on the link 
for the registration page. 

Run Scream Run
Join Team Hope!
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Thank	You	to:

5th Fisher Fisheries
Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church
ArborVitae Women’s Center
Christ the King Catholic Church
Children’s Orchard
Covenant Community Church
Crossroads Community Baptist Church, Ann Arbor
Crossroads Community Baptist Church youth group
Crosswinds Community Church, Canton
Evangelical Friends Church, Ypsilanti
Faith  Assembly Church
First Baptist Church, Ypsilanti
GBU Financial
Girl Scout Troop #1309
Girl Scout Troop #41828 
Huron Hills Church
Knox Presbyterian Church
Lincoln Community United Methodist Church
Living Water Church
Livonia Church of Christ
Parkridge Community Center
RepairClinic.com
St. Andrew Catholic Church, Saline
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Francis of Assisi Vacation Bible School
St. Luke Lutheran Church
St. Mary’s Student Parish, Ann Arbor
St. Thomas Blanket Ladies
TOPS, Ypsilanti Township
United Way of Washtenaw County Community Baby    
   Shower
Washtenaw Christian Academy National Honor 
Society
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Zion Lutheran Church

Many thanks to the following churches, schools, 
and other organizations that volunteered at Hope 
and/or made donations of food and other items:

Special Thanks To:
•	 Peter	Wilson	for	building	an	organic	vegetable	garden	on	
the Hope Center grounds as part of his Eagle Scout project.

•	 Contributors	to	Hope’s	Boost	and	Step	back-to-school	
readiness program. Trudy Lay and Food Gatherers donated 
a large quantity of pencils, and we received an anonymous 
donation of backpacks and school supplies.

•	 Livonia	Church	of	Christ	youth	group	for	yard	work	and	
gutter repair at the Hope Wayne Clinic.

•	 Dave	Spivey	(President/CEO)	and	Sr.	Janet	Marie	Adam-
czyk (Chief Mission Officer) of St. Mary Mercy Hospital for 
their continued support of the Hope Wayne Clinic by provid-
ing free lab work for patients.

•	 Sean Thompson and the McKes-
son Corporation. For the past year, 
Sean Thompson has been donating 
four hours of his time each week 
at Hope Medical Clinic, helping 
coordinate referrals to the Hope@
UMHS Dermatology and Plastic 
Surgery specialty clinics. Sean, age 
24, graduated from the University 
of Florida in 2012 with a BS in 
Biology. He plans to further his 
education by pursuing a degree in either Medicine or Public 
Health. Sean is employed with McKesson Pharmaceuticals as 
an Account Manager covering the state of Michigan as well 
as northern Ohio. Because of McKesson’s charitable giving 
program and Sean’s volunteer service, Hope received a $750 
grant from McKesson in July. Many thanks to Sean and to 
McKesson Pharmaceuticals!

Hope Clinic volunteer and McKesson 
employee Sean Thompson

Thank you to the following 
organizations for their 
financial support:
•	 First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Ann	Arbor	for	a	
 grant to Hope’s Ypsilanti Medical Clinic

•	 Huron	High	School	National	Honor	Society	
 chapter for proceeds from their dance 
 marathon fundraiser

•	 Michigan	Department	of	Community	Health	
 for funding to support the medical director of 
 the Ypsilanti Medical Clinic and the clinic 
 coordinator of the Wayne Clinic

•	 Walmart	Foundation	State	Giving	Program	for	
 a grant to outfit the fresh-produce pantry and 
 to support the Food Program Coordinator 

•	 Washtenaw	County	Coordinated	Funders	
 for two-year grants to support the Dental 
 Clinic, client advocacy program, and 
 coordination of referrals for specialty 
 medical care 
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