
When Dr. Dan Heffernan was 
ready to start up Hope Clin-
ic in 1982 the first place he 

turned to for support was St. Joseph 
Mercy Health System (SJMHS). A fam-
ily physician affiliated with SJMHS at 
the time, he recruited many of his col-
leagues to join him by either providing 
care on site or providing specialty care 
to Hope patients in their private practic-
es. This was the beginning of a wonder-

ful partnership 
between SJMHS 
and Hope Clinic 
that has contin-
ued all the way 
through today.

Over the last 
three decades, 
SJMHS and its 
medical staff 
have partnered 
with Hope Clinic 
in caring for the 
uninsured mem-

bers of our community in more ways 
than can be mentioned. From day one 
they have provided free lab work, radi-
ology, and other services to Hope pa-
tients through access to the McAuley 
Support Program. Dr. Dan shared:  
“Since the early days of Hope Clinic, as 
I talked with department heads, many 
of the specialist physicians, and the 
President and CEO of the hospital, I was 
given the ‘open door’ response for any 

and all patients 
needing diagnos-
tic studies, hos-
pitalization, and 
many of the oth-
er services avail-
able at St. Joe’s. 
This has made 
me fantastically 
proud of my fel-
low physicians 
and the entire 

St. Joseph Mercy Health System. This 
relationship not only continues but is 
expanding to include St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital in Livonia where many of our 
Hope-Wayne patients are referred.”

Currently fourteen SJMHS-affiliated 
physicians volunteer at Hope Clinic. In 
addition, 25 medical practices affiliated 
with SJMHS (representing 29 specialties 
and 71 physicians) provide specialty 
care and services to Hope patients at no 

charge. Some practices like Michigan 
Heart and Huron Gastroenterology have 
a long history of serving Hope patients, 
having done so since Hope first opened 
its doors. Last year close to 1,000 refer-
rals were made to medical practices af-
filiated with SJMHS.

Many other SJMHS staff donate their 
time to provide care to Hope Clinic 
patients at Hope. Nurse practitioners, 
physician assis-
tants, pharma-
cists, nurses, and 
office personnel 
help provide on-
site primary care 
for Hope patients. 
Other employ-
ees have orga-
nized collections 
of items such as 
school supplies 
and back packs 
to support other 
Hope programs. 
SJMHS also has a long history of pro-
viding financial support to Hope Clinic 
through grants and support of special 
events.

We are deeply grateful to the leader-
ship and staff at SJMHS for all the ways 
you have partnered with us over the 
years to help us provide quality and 
comprehensive care to our patients. 

Thank you!!
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St. Joseph Mercy Health System and Hope 
Clinic—a Partnership Worth Celebrating
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Michael O’Donnell, m.d.

Many people are aware of the 
excellent primary care avail-
able at Hope Clinic. Not ev-

eryone realizes that a variety of medi-
cal specialists also provide care on site. 
One example is Dr. Michael O’Donnell, 
whose specialty is interventional car-
diology. Dr. O’Donnell is typically at 
Hope every Thursday morning, seeing 
patients who are referred to him by pri-
mary-care physicians from both Hope’s 
Ypsilanti clinic and satellite medical 
clinic in Wayne County. The patients he 
sees may have a history of heart attacks 
or heart valve disease, or they might 
have blood pressure that is hard to con-
trol. Some patients have experienced 
cardiac symptoms, and Dr. O’Donnell 
can help assess their risk of having a 
heart attack.

Before coming to Hope, Dr. O’Donnell 
had worked at Michigan Heart and Vas-
cular Institute of SJMHS, where he was 
the Director of Interventional Cardiolo-
gy for more than 15 years. He had long 
been aware of Hope Clinic, since Dr. 
Dan was on the staff at St. Joe’s, and he 
learned even more about the organiza-
tion from a former partner at Michigan 
Heart who was a Hope volunteer. When 
Dr. O’Donnell resigned his position at 
Michigan Heart about five years ago, he 
began volunteering at Hope himself.

Dr. O’Donnell finds that one of the re-
wards that comes from volunteering at 
Hope is the professional satisfaction of 
being able to help patients in his area of 
expertise. Beyond that he feels that he 
has been fortunate and blessed in every-
thing that he has been able to achieve in 
his life. His parents and other people he 
looked up to taught him the importance 
of giving back to people who haven’t 
been as fortunate. Dr. O’Donnell con-
siders it a gift to be able to give back by 
caring for Hope patients.

Would Dr. O’Donnell encourage other 
medical professionals to join the volun-
teer ranks at Hope? In a word, yes! “The 
time and effort that you spend here are 
well worth it,” he commented. “The 

patients are extremely grateful for the 
services you can provide. On the giv-
ing-back level, there’s a very powerful 
sense of satisfaction. Many volunteers 
have been at Hope for many years, and 
there’s a high rate of retention. It’s an 
extremely worthwhile endeavor.”

Dr. O’Donnell has been married to Jan 
Garfinkle for 24 years, and the couple 
has three daughters in college. He is ac-
tive at his church, St. Mary Student Par-
ish, where he has been a member for 
over twenty years. On the professional 
side, Dr. O’Donnell currently teaches in 
the Biomedical Engineering Department 
at the University of Michigan and also 
works part-time as a consultant, pri-
marily for medical device companies. 
In his spare time Dr. O’Donnell enjoys 
road cycling locally, in northern Michi-
gan, and occasionally abroad, including 
a trip in Spain last year. In between all 
of these activities he is also working on 
getting his private pilot’s license.

All of us at Hope are grateful for the 
dedicated service that Dr. O’Donnell 
and the many other Hope volunteer cli-
nicians provide. Because of their com-
mitment our patients are able to access 
a wide range of medical care.

Thank you to the SJMHS-affiliated 
specialty practices who provide 
care for Hope patients:

Academic Dermatology Clinic
Academic OB/Gynecology
Academic Surgery Clinic
Ann Arbor Hematology/Oncology Associates
Ann Arbor Neurology
Ann Arbor Rheumatology
Assoc. General/Vascular Surgery
Caritas Center for Women’s Health
EEG Clinic – Neurology
Heutsche Podiatry
Huron Gastroenterology/Center for Digestive Care
Huron Ophthalmology
Huron Valley Radiology
Huron Valley Urology Associates
Luke Y. Kim, MD, PC – physical medicine
M. J. Klein, DPM, PC - podiatry
Michigan Brain and Spine Institute, PC
Michigan Heart and Vascular Institute
Michigan Heart, PC /Ypsilanti Office
Michigan Otolaryngology Surgery Associates
Nephrology Associates of Michigan
Pulmonary/Critical Care Associates of Ann Arbor
Radiology
Robert C. Urbanic, MD - endocrinology
Ypsilanti Rehabilitation Services



Dear Friends,
I want to thank everyone who prayed for and supported Hope during the Execu-

tive Director search process. It is with both a heart full of gratitude and a sense of 
anticipation that I turn over the leadership of Hope to Matt Hudson—gratitude for my 
time at Hope and a sense of anticipation of how God will use Matt to lead Hope dur-
ing this next season. 

The search committee and board bathed the search for a new Executive Director 
in prayer and believe, as Matt does, that God is calling him to this position. He brings 
experience, passion, a heart for God, and a commitment to seeking the Lord’s will 
that will serve him well in his new role. 

I cannot begin to describe the honor and privilege it’s been to be Hope’s Execu-
tive Director these last 23 ½ years. It’s been an incredible journey that at times has stretched and challenged me, 
has built my faith, and has given me much joy. Thank you for travelling this path with me, many of you since the 
very beginning. It has been a tremendous gift to serve our good God together.

I won’t say goodbye because I will continue to be serving at Hope, just in a different role. I have accepted the 
Board of Directors’ invitation to serve on the Board. But I do want to say thank you! What a blessing you have 
been to Hope and to me! 

Please join me in welcoming Matt and please pray for him and Hope during this time of transition. 

Cathy Robinson

A Thank You from 
   Cathy Robinson

•	 2|42	Community	Church	for	an	unrestricted	gift
•	 Ann	Arbor	Hope	Church	for	their	donation	of	proceeds	from	their	
	 2013	Love	Concert
•	 Crosswinds	Church	in	Canton	for	once	again	making	Hope	Clinic	a	
 beneficiary of their annual Wild Game Dinner 
•	 CVS	Caremark	for	a	community	grant	for	the	
 Ypsilanti Medical Clinic
•	 The	J.	Ferrantino	Charitable	Foundation	for	
 an unrestricted gift
•	 The	Ypsilanti	Area	Community	Fund	of	the	Ann	Arbor	Area	Community	
 Foundation for a grant for test strips for insulin-dependent diabetic 
 patients at the Ypsilanti Medical Clinic
•	 Zion	Lutheran	Church	for	support	for	the	Dental	Clinic	and	the	
 Ypsilanti Medical Clinic

Thank you to the following organizations for 
their financial support: AAA Insurance Company

American	Legion	Post	282
Ann Arbor Church of Christ
Bethlehem UCC, Ann Arbor
Blue	Cross	Network
Britton Senior Center 
Christ the King Catholic Church
Community Church of God, Ypsilanti 
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Crosswinds	Church
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Ann Arbor
   Alumnae Chapter
Divine Intervention Associates 
Eastern Michigan University Football
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
First Baptist Church, Ypsilanti
First United Methodist Church, Ypsilanti
Ford Motor Company
Gordon Food Service
Grand Traverse Pie Company
Harvest Mission Community Church
Humantech
Huron Valley Laymen
Integrated Healthcare Associates
Knox Presbyterian Church
Living Water Community Church

Local	190	Pipefitters	Union
M-Den
Michigan Secretary of State
Northridge Church
Omega Psi Fraternity
Pineview	Church
Reinhart Realtors
RepairClinic.com
Saline Church of God
Second Baptist Church, Ypsilanti
SJMHS Stroke Support Group
St.	Andrew	Catholic	Church,	Saline
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Dexter
St. Luke’s MOPS group 
St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church, 
    Ann Arbor
St. Thomas Blanket Ladies 
St. Thomas Catholic Church
TOPS – Ypsilanti 
Travis Pointe Women’s Golf Association 
UAW	Local	898
University of Michigan
VCA Woodland Animal Hospital 
Westminster Presbyterian Church
and many individuals

2013	
Wild Game Dinner 
at	Crosswinds	
Church in Canton

Many thanks to the following churches, businesses, and organizations 
who spread joy this Christmas season by adopting families or donating 
food and/or items for the Baby Care and Care and Share programs:

Thank You to:



Greetings! 
My name is Matt Hudson. I have been called to the Executive Director position 

of Hope Clinic. My family and I are excited and humbled to have this opportunity to 
lead this amazing organization. We look forward to what the Lord has in store for us 
and Hope! I have always had a passion for working with and helping people. I began 
my career working with at-risk youth at Wedgwood Christian Youth & Family Ser-
vices group home on the campus with St. Joseph’s Hospital while I attended Eastern 
Michigan University to attain my teaching certification. I later worked in the field of 
education as a teacher and administrator for 12 years at South Arbor Charter Acad-
emy and Arbor Preparatory High School in Ypsilanti.

Three months ago, I began a journey where the Lord led to me to Hope Clinic. 
Words cannot express the joy I have as I look forward to working with such a dynamic group of individuals as we work 
together in ministry. I am full of anticipation as I begin the work the Lord has for me as I walk beside the staff, volun-
teers, and clients of this wonderful organization. 

Matt Hudson
Executive Director

Introducing Hope’s 
New Executive Director

Hope’s 

Board of Directors 

invites you to 

welcome Matt at a 

reception 

in the main lobby 

of Hope Center on 

Thursday March 13 

from 4-6 pm. 

Light refreshments 

will be served.

Volunteer Needs
Worship Service Volunteers:  We are looking 
for	volunteers	for	our	weekly	worship	service	on	
Sunday evenings. There are openings for setup 
and	take	down	crews,	greeters,	and	members	of	
the prayer team. The commitment is from about 
5-7:30pm	on	a	weekly,	biweekly,	or	monthly	basis.

Recycling Enthusiast:  We are seeking a 
volunteer to coordinate recycling efforts at Hope. 
Tasks include creating documents to educate staff 
and volunteers about proper recycling practices, 
implementing a sorting system, and transporting 
materials that are not suitable for curbside pickup 
to appropriate recycling centers.

Physician:  The Wayne Clinic is in search of a phy-
sician	to	work	with	Gail	Bernth,	NP	at	our	weekly	
Thursday	clinic	from	9am	–	2	pm.	This	is	a	perfect	
spot for a retired physician!

RN/MAs:		The	Wayne	Clinic	has	two	volunteer	op-
portunities	for	RN/MAs,	each	with	a	commitment	
of	4	hours	per	week	(flexible	hours).	One	position	
is	to	work	as	a	referral	nurse	and	the	other	is	to	
assist	with	the	transition	and	maintenance	of	an	
electronic prescription assistance database. 

Dentists and Hygienists:  Hope Dental Clinic 
needs dentists and dental hygienists to volunteer 
on site and/or to see Hope patients in their offices.

Hope Ambassadors can serve at Hope in numer-
ous	ways	from	recruitment,	to	public	speaking,	to	
organizing donation drives. Ambassadors receive 
regular	updates	on	how	God	is	at	work	at	Hope	
and	suggestions	about	how	they	can	support	

our service. We even have special activities for 
Ambassador Families to participate in. All the 
activities can be done from home, so this is a great 
opportunity	for	those	with	schedules	that	exclude	
onsite volunteering.  

Event Volunteers:  We have many opportunities 
for	people	who	enjoy	planning	and	hosting	special	
events.	Volunteers	with	marketing,	organizing,	
decorating, or auction set-up experience are 
needed	to	help	with	Hope’s	upcoming	events.	
We have openings on organizing committees 
that	work	to	generate	fun	ideas,	plan	the	events,	
and	solicit	financial	support,	and	we	also	need	
volunteers to help at the actual events.

Building Committee Member:  We are looking 
for	an	individual	with	knowledge	and	experience	
in	maintaining	a	large	building	who	would	be	
willing	to	serve	on	Hope’s	Building	Committee.	If	
interested, please contact the Building Manager at 
734-484-2989.

Handyman: 	A	volunteer	is	needed	to	do	odd	jobs	
at Hope Center as they arise.

Electrician:  An electrician is needed to assist 
with	a	project	at	the	Wayne	Clinic	involving	the	
installation of motion-sensitive lighting.

If you are interested in volunteering in one 
of	these	capacities	or	would	like	know	about	other	
volunteer opportunities at Hope, contact Connie 
Hallom	at	734-961-0548	or	challom@thehope-
clinic.org



For decades Hope Clinic 
has ministered to the 
physical needs of people 

in our community in the name 
of Jesus. Many of these patients 
and clients are unchurched 
and also look to Hope for their 
spiritual needs. Though Hope 
never intends to be a church, 
we want to provide an oppor-
tunity where people can hear 
about the Lord and receive 
support and insight for their 
spiritual journey. I along with 
Hope volunteer Kay Scott, 
Tony and Linda Weatherly 
of Grace Place Church, and 
some of the Hope staff have 
begun making plans to launch 
a weekly “Hope Fellowship.” 
The first gathering will be on 
Sunday, February 23 following 

the weekend meal. Each week 
a different church will lead a 
worship gathering in the Hope 
dining room to foster the spir-
itual growth of Hope Clinic 
clients, volunteers, and staff, 
promote unity in the Body of 
Christ, and provide service 
opportunities for local church-
es and parishioners. We hope 
that many of you will join us 
for this time of worship and 
fellowship. 

For more information or 
if you or your church would 
like to be involved, please 
contact Jean Horak 
(jhorak@thehopeclinic.org, 
734-485-5595) or Tony Weath-
erly (tonyweatherly@gmail.
com, 734-904-4861).

  Wish List
•	 Exam table—so	that	we	may	utilize	all	five		
 exam rooms at our very busy Tuesday clinic at  
 the Wayne Clinic

•	 Dental care supplies—dental	floss,	super		
	 floss,	floss	picks,	floss	threaders,	proxy		
 brushes, interdental brushes, soft adult  
 toothbrushes, polident tables, and stimudents

•	 Tall bookshelf with adjustable shelves— 
	 (24”	w	x	72”	h	would	be	ideal)

•	 Black & white desktop laser printer

• Peanut butter

• Hearty soups

• Pasta and pasta sauces

• Canned fruit

• Cereal

• Shampoo

• Deodorant

• Toothpaste

• Toilet paper

• Diapers—sizes	5	and	6

• Baby wipes

Sunday Evening 
Worship at Hope

By Kirk Schneemann, 
Pastor of Scio Community Church

The	Hope	Clinic	Newsletter	is	published	by	Hope	Medi-
cal Clinic, Inc. Hope is an interdenominational Chris-
tian	medical,	dental,	and	social	service	agency	whose	
goal is to provide compassionate and practical help to 
those	in	need,	ministering	to	the	whole	person.	Hope	
is	a	501	(c)	(3)	nonprofit	organization.

P.O.	Box	980311,	Ypsilanti,	MI	48198-0311
734-484-2989	(phone)
734-484-6825	(fax)

www.thehopeclinic.org
infor@thehopeclinic.org
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Three thousand pounds of fresh produce is a lot of 
fruits and vegetables. That’s the amount of produce 
that Food Gatherers delivers to Hope Clinic every 

week! Some of these fruits and vegetables are available 
during regular food-pantry hours, but the bulk are given 
out during dedicated produce distributions. These occur 
twice a week—every Monday from 2-3 pm and Thursday 
from 5:30-7 pm. Clients may choose from a wide variety 
of nutritious items including peppers, carrots, beets, broc-
coli, greens, apples, bananas, and oranges. They leave 
Hope with more than enough fresh produce to supply 
their households for a week.

Produce distributions now take place in the community 
dining room at Hope Center, but this year we plan to con-
vert an old building on our property to a dedicated produce 
distribution center. In December volunteers conducted a 
clean-out of the building to prepare it for renovations. The 
new space will facilitate set-up for produce distributions 
and help us be much more efficient both in the food pantry 
and with produce distribution. The dedicated space will 
also help foster the sense of community between clients 
and volunteers that has already been established through 
the sharing of recipes and food preparation ideas.

A New Space for Produce


