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Hope Clinic meets people’s basic needs 
by providing medical care, dental 

treatment, and food, but many clients have 
spiritual needs as well. Anyone who comes 
to Hope looking for prayer will find it. Here 
we profile two men who share their love for 
Christ with the men and women who walk 
in Hope’s doors.

Mike Burrell is the Associate Pastor at 
Living Water Community Church. Pastor 
Mike first got involved with Hope Clinic 

about nine years ago when he led a Bible 
study for men and boys in the community. 
After the Bible study had run its course he 
began volunteering in Hope’s food pantry as 
a prayer pastor. He says that serving in the 
pantry energizes him. “When people come 
in and they pray they come out knowing 
that someone loves them here, and that’s the 
love of Christ. They feel that. They’re getting 
some groceries, they’re getting fed physical-
ly, but they go home being fed spiritually. 
And the physical, that goes away, but the 
spiritual sticks. And so that’s the part that 
energizes me.”

Pastor Mike volunteers in the pantry every 
Wednesday, and he helps clients shop if he’s 

not praying with someone. “People come in 
here and are broken. And when they want 
prayer, they really want prayer. It’s not just 
a feel-good thing.” On a recent Wednesday 
he was able to minister to a woman whose 
teenage son had been involved in a vehicle 
theft and was possibly facing prison time 
as an adult. “This woman needed to know 
that somebody cares. And one of the things 
I love about Hope Clinic as opposed to 
government agencies is that people here 
care. And they really do. They’re sincere and 
they’re genuine.”

Along with his prayer ministry in the food 
pantry, Pastor Mike has coordinated several 
youth group projects at Hope involving 
painting, deep cleaning, and weeding. His 
church has led the Hope Fellowship several 
times, with Pastor Mike usually giving the 
message. He says he loves the name Hope 
because sometimes the situations here on 
Earth seem hopeless. “But the faith we have 
in Christ is our hope, and encouragement 
spreads,” Pastor Mike says. “As we encour-
age the people who come here, they go and 
encourage their families. And if we can 
send them away with some real hope, then I 
think we’ve done our job.”

Rich Moizio, a member of Grace Canton 
Church, has been volunteering at Hope for 
three or four years. His church began sup-
porting Hope with proceeds from some of 
their fundraising events, then volunteered 
for tasks like scrubbing the kitchen, and 
eventually began overseeing Hope’s food 
pantry on the third Saturday of every month. 
Rich himself volunteers in the food 
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Introducing Hope Executive 
Director Jim Gajewski

What a glorious blessing it can be to have 
expectations exceeded! I was very ex-

cited about relocating to Michigan and unit-
ing with Hope Clinic’s mission, but I never 
expected to witness such a unique fervor and 
joyfulness in our Lord’s service. I’ve discov-
ered there’s a loving spirit here that is truly 
the core of Hope’s clinical, social work, and 
basic needs services. Hope is a deeply caring 
community of big-hearted folks, and I’m de-
lighted to know that so many of you already 
know this. 

It’s inspiring to watch numerous cheerful volunteers, like Pastor Mike and Rich Moizio, 
arrive each day to roll up their sleeves and re-experience the pleasures of serving the un-
derserved. Equally inspiring are our financial supporters. Nonprofits typically receive 
much lower financial donations in the summer months, and Hope is no exception. 
Hope has successfully relied upon God’s faithfulness to enkindle sufficient generos-
ity from our donors to continue this special ministry. Though this is vacation season 
for most, it’s heartening to know that our patients, clients and meal guests will not be 
forgotten.  

I hope to have the opportunity to meet many of you in the months to come. May our 
Lord continue to bless our staff, volunteers, and financial supporters. You’re invited to 
come by for a visit, perhaps to explore joining us as a Hope Volunteer, or just to find out 
more about what we do and why we do it. And, please, continue to remember those we 
serve in your prayers. 

Blessings and well wishes to you all during these wonderful, warm summer days!

 

Jim Gajewski

Intercessors:  Hope collects prayer re-
quests from our clients and patients, and 
we are looking for volunteers willing to 
intercede regularly for these requests, ei-
ther individually or as part of a group. If 
interested, please send us your email ad-
dress and we will send you lists of prayer 
intentions periodically.

Lobby Receptionist:  Volunteers with ex-
cellent dependability and moderate com-
puter skills are needed to help as front-
desk receptionists. Responsibilities include 
greeting visitors, answering phones, sched-

uling appointments, and retrieving food 
or other requests. Weekly half-day or full-
day opportunities available on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays.

Medical Professionals:  Our Wayne 
Medical Clinic needs physicians on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 am-2 pm, Sat-
urday mornings from 8 am-1 pm, and at 
our monthly Tuesday evening clinic from 
5:30 pm-8 pm. Malpractice insurance is 
provided. The Wayne Clinic also needs 
on-call nurses and nurses for the Saturday 
morning clinic (flexible scheduling).

WordPress website expert:  A volun-
teer who is experienced and proficient 
in WordPress is needed to help keep the 
Hope web site up to date.

Gardening, yard work, and facility clean-
ing:  Groups are needed throughout the 
year for projects at our Ypsilanti and West-
land locations on a regular basis. Weekend 
and evening scheduling is available.

If you are interested in volunteering in one of 
these capacities or would like to know about 
other volunteer opportunities at Hope, con-
tact Connie Hallom at 734-484-2989 ext. 
203 or challom@thehopeclinic.org

pantry at least twice every week and of-
ten pitches in at the Saturday distribution 
too. He serves as a pantry assistant, some-
times praying with clients and sometimes 
helping them shop.

Rich increased the amount of time he 
volunteers at Hope when he went on dis-
ability in November due to health con-
cerns, but he considers himself fortunate 
that he’s able to volunteer. Rich has been 
touched by the grateful attitudes of the 
people who come through the pantry and 
spoke about a woman who recently gave 
him a card. Rich said, “The card was bless-
ing me because I had said some things to 
her the last time she came to Hope that 
had really helped her through a situation. 
She got blessed and I didn’t even know it, 
and so I got blessed back.”

Rich considers Hope Clinic to be a god-
send. “It’s just a beautiful organization,” 
he says. “It’s a light in the community. It’s 
a jewel to me, a place that does something 
great for people. I’m just so happy and 
lucky and blessed to be a part of it.”

Rich Moizio

Continued from page 1.

Hope will be hosting a meet-and-greet on 
July 12 from 4-6 p.m. if you’d like to meet Jim.

Volunteer Opportunities



Thank you to the following 
organizations for their 

financial support:

• Bethlehem United Church of Christ 
 for a general operations grant
•	 First	Congregational	Church for a 
 grant to provide dental supplies
•	 Michigan	Department	of	Health	and	
	 Human	Services for grants to the 
 Ypsilanti and Wayne Medical Clinics as 
 part of their Funding of Free Clinics 
 program
•	 St.	Mary	Mercy	of	Livonia	
	 Hospital	for supporting the Wayne 
 Clinic’s  new initiative “Hope on the 
 Horizon – Healthy You Life Classes.”
•	 Washtenaw	
	 Coordinated	Funders	
 for grants to support the 
 Dental Clinic and the 
 client advocacy program 

Many thanks to the following 
groups for their support: 

Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church
Bethlehem Temple of Praise
Bethlehem United Church of Christ
Community Free Will Baptist Church
Covenant Community Church
Ekklesia Fellowship Ministries
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
First Assembly of God, Saline

First Baptist Church, Ypsilanti
First Presbyterian Church
First Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
    of Ann Arbor – church and 7th grade
Holy Faith Church
Huron Hills Church
Immanuel Baptist Church
Keystone Church
Knox Presbyterian Church
LifePoint Church
Lincoln Community United Methodist 
    Church
Living Water Church
Master’s Association of Pre-Health 
    Professionals
Metropolitan Memorial Baptist Church
Neighborhood Family Center
Old Dominion Freight Line
Sanctuary at St. Joseph’s Village
Sigma Phi Alpha-Nu Chapter
Sisters in Christ
Spiritus Sanctus Academy, Ann Arbor
Spiritus Sanctus Academy, Plymouth
St. Andrew Catholic Church, Saline
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. John Neumann Parish
St. Kenneth Church
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor
St. Michael Lutheran Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church—
    Blanket Ladies
TOPS 1560
Trinity Lutheran Church
University of Michigan Pediatric Social 
    Workers

Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Washtenaw Christian Academy National 
    Honor Society & Junior National Honor 
    Society
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Ypsilanti Assembly of God
Ypsilanti Free Methodist Church
Ypsilanti Health Center
Zion Lutheran Church Women
Zion Lutheran Church

Thanks also to the	mystery	donor that 
provided the Wayne Clinic with a brand 
new Canon LiDE 200 scanner. You have 
made our lives a little bit easier!

Our Many Thanks to You
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Charity	Navigator	

On June 1, 2016, Hope Clinic attained 
the coveted 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator. Hope achieved the highest 
possible rating for demonstrating strong 
financial health and commitment to ac-
countability and transparency. 

Chaplain	William	
Simmons	Honored	
at	Spring	Gathering

Hope staff, volunteers, and friends 
gathered on Thursday, May 26, 

2016 for a Spring Gathering on the 
grounds of the historic Earhart Man-
sion at Concordia University. Everyone 
shared a delicious barbeque meal and 
enjoyed music by the Raisin Pickers, a 
string band from Manchester.  Board 
President Terry Owens gave an update 
of happenings at Hope, and one of 
Hope’s clients shared how being a dental 
clinic patient and becoming involved 
with the Get Fit Club has helped her 
improve her life.

William Simmons, Hope’s volunteer 

chaplain, was honored as the recipient 
of the Daniel D. Heffernan Humanitar-
ian of the Year for 2016. William is a 
familiar figure around Hope, offering 
a listening ear, prayer, warm hugs, and 
encouragement to those we serve as 
well as to staff and volunteers. He is also 
well-known in the Ypsilanti community 
and beyond for his many years of service 
done in the name of Christ.  He is an 
inspiration to all of us, and we’re so glad 
that one of the places God has called 
him to is Hope!

Jean Horak, Hope’s Associate Direc-
tor, was also honored as the first recipi-
ent of Hope’s Good and Faithful Ser-
vant Award, an annual award that will be 
presented to a Hope staff member each 
year. Congratulations, Jean!

We were blessed by five generous pa-
trons of the Spring Gathering this year. 

We wish to thank: 
•	 The	Baird	Family
•	 Bank	of	Ann	Arbor
•	 Bethlehem	Temple	of	Praise
•	 Orzie	Henderson,	Jr.,	M.D.
•	 The	Owens	Family

We also wish to thank Chari Decker, our 
wonderful volunteer who was in charge 
of decorations. She created an incredibly 
beautiful setting for this event. Thank 
you, Chari!

Hope Executive Director Jim Gajewski, Humani-
tarian of the Year William Simmons, Hope Board 
President Terry Owens (left to right)
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Wish	List
	 •	 Black	lava	rock	and	black	visqueen	for	landscaping	beds	
	 	 at	the	Wayne	Clinic
	 •	 EpiPen	auto-injectors	(non-expired)
	 •	 Wireless	computer	mice


