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It’s already been six months since the 
grand opening of Farm Stand 454, home 

of Hope Clinic’s produce distribution pro-
gram. The building, which has the look and 
feel of a farmer’s market, has been popu-
lar with Hope clients and volunteers alike. 
Having a dedicated space to offer fresh fuits 
and vegetables helps the program run more 
smoothly. Volunteers appreciate the ease of 
sorting the produce without having to first 
set up tables and chairs like they did when 
produce distribution ran out of the Hope 
Center building.

Produce distribution at the Farm Stand 
takes place every Monday and Thursday, 
and many produce volunteers help out once 
a week. Mark Lubbers and his wife Cheri 
have been part of the Thursday volunteer 
team since they became empty-nesters and 
were looking for ways to serve meaning-
fully. They enjoy the camaraderie of the 
clients at produce distribution and the way 
they can connect with people and share life 
milestones with them. The couple notes 
that writing a check is a great way to sup-
port an organization, but being directly in-
volved with helping people feels even more 
valuable to them.

Food Gatherers supplies Hope with fresh 
fruits and vegetables for every produce dis-
tribution. Clients leave the Farm Stand with 
a generous amount of produce to share with 
their households. Volunteers often hear cli-
ents say that they are eating a lot more fruits 
and vegetables since they’ve had access to a 

steady supply, and some also mention that 
they’ve lost weight because of this.

At a recent distribution, one client had 
just heard about the Farm Stand earlier 
that day. The woman had called Hope Cen-
ter for another reason and thought it was 
“awesome” when she learned she could get 
fresh produce for herself and her two chil-
dren. The client said her kids love fruits and 
vegetables, and she was happy to find out 
she could attend produce distribution once 
a week. As the weather warms up and more 
produce rolls in, we expect we’ll hear more 
appreciative comments about the Farm 
Stand from people in the community.

Spending Time at the 
Farm Stand
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Welcome Bonita Neighbors,DDS
We are excited to announce that Dr. Bonita Neighbors 

joined the staff of Hope Dental Clinic in February of 
this year. Dr. Neighbors has spent her career providing dental 
care for the underserved and comes to us most recently after 
serving as the Clinical Director of the University of Michigan 
School of Dentistry’s Community Dental Center. One of the 
things that brought her joy at CDC was working the Saturday 
Donated Days, volunteering her professional skills to treat pa-
tients free of charge.

At Hope Dr. Neighbors will be providing the usual preventive 
and restorative procedures, including fillings, simple extractions, 
and some types of periodontal treatments. In addition she will be able to provide some 
patients with dentures, partials, and transitional partial dentures (flippers). We have never 
before been able to offer dentures and partials on site, so this is a welcome service.

Dr. Neighbors received her DDS from the University of Michigan School of Den-
tistry in 1986. Along with Community Dental Center, other career highlights included 
serving as an instructor in Oral Diagnosis at the U-M School of Dentistry, working as 
a Clinical Dentist at the Genesee County Jail, and serving in several major capacities 
with the Michigan Department of Corrections. A woman of strong faith, Dr. Neigh-
bors noted that “the opportunity to work at Hope Clinic is extra special because God 
is first in my life.”

Volunteer 
Opportunities

Gardening Groups:  Hope is look-
ing for groups to help with gardening 
throughout the spring, summer, and 
early fall.   This opportunity is flexible 
and can be a one-time or ongoing way 
to serve Hope Clinic.

Graphic Designer:  Hope is looking for 
an experienced graphic designer to as-
sist in the development and completion 
of projects for special events.  Examples 
include announcements, invitations, bro-
chures, and catalogs. If you have a creative 
streak and would like to volunteer your 
time, please contact Ann Marie Peterson 
at apeterson@thehopeclinic.org. 

Medical Professionals—evening and 
weekend opportunities:  All patient 
care at Hope is provided by volunteers, 
and filling open volunteer opportunities 
allows us to serve more patients. We are 
currently seeking Pharmacists and Reg-
istered Nurses for Saturday mornings 
and Clinicians, Pharmacists, and Reg-
istered Nurses for Wednesday evenings. 
Malpractice insurance is provided. 

Physician:  The Hope Wayne Clinic 
needs a physician able to volunteer two 
Thursday mornings each month.

Videographer:  The Evening of Hope 
Committee is in need of a videographer 
to create a short (2-3 minute) video high-
lighting the work done at Hope Clinic. 
The video will be presented during the 
live auction at the Evening of Hope 
event for fundraising purposes.

Women’s Fellowship Host:  Would your 
group like to host a Women’s Fellowship 
night to help encourage women in our 
community? We are looking for groups 
to come in to prepare and serve a meal 
and help with clean-up. There is also an 
opportunity for your group to share a 
message or lesson of inspiration. If you 
are interested and would like more in-
formation, please contact Connie Hal-
lom at 734-484-2989 or challom@the-
hopeclinic.org.

Easter Party

Hope was a fun and festive place on 
Saturday morning, March 19th, 

when our social work department held 
an Easter party for 25 local children. 
There were games, snacks, and of course, 
an Easter egg hunt. Everyone left with 
smiles on their faces and goodies in 
their baskets!

Special thanks to the students from 
Fr. Gabriel Richard High School who 
helped direct all the fun activities and 
to Kim Phelps, Kathy Neumar, Jim O’Neil, 
Dee Emmert, and Food Gatherers for their 
generous donations.



Thank you to the following 
organizations for their 

financial support:

• Ann Arbor Farm & Garden for a grant 
 to provide plantings and grounds 
 beautification
•	 Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	
	 America	for a Domestic Hunger Grant 
 to support raised bed gardening
•	 Interfaith	Council	for	Peace	&	Justice
  for proceeds from the 2015 Wash-
 tenaw/Ann Arbor CROP Hunger Walk
•	 Zion	Lutheran	Church	for a grant to 
 support Hope Dental Clinic

Many thanks to the following 
churches, schools, and other 

organizations that 
volunteered at Hope and/or 
made financial or in-kind 

donations: 

Academic OB/GYN Center – SMMH
Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church
Community Free Will Baptist Church
Crocket Inspired Foundation
Dexter United Methodist Church
EMU Physicians Assistant Program
Faith Assembly
First Assembly of God, Saline
First Baptist Church, Ypsilanti
First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor 
   —Presbyterian Women
Friendship Church
Grace Canton
Graceway Baptist Church
Immanuel Baptist Church
Knox Presbyterian Church
Lincoln Community United 
   Methodist Church

Living Water Church
Maranatha Baptist Church
Saline Assembly of God
Sanctuary at St. Joseph’s Village
St. Andrew Catholic Church, Saline
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor
St. Michael Lutheran Church, Canton
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
   —Blanket Ladies
Target Ann Arbor East—Carpenter Road 
TOPS 1560
Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Ypsilanti Assembly of God
Zion Lutheran Church

Special Thanks To:

Joe	and	Nikki	Bonnett	and	the	resi-
dents	of	Windsor	Park	Subdivision	in	
Canton	for their donation to the Hope 
Wayne Clinic.  The contribution will be 
used for patient prescriptions and the  
purchase of A1C kits, enabling us to run 
A1C tests in-house.

All	of	the	following	partners	of	Hope	
Dental	Clinic:

Dr.	Colleen	Bullard and the Comprehen-
sive	Dentistry team for a very generous 
donation of floss and their commitment 
to hosting a Day of Caring for Hope dental 
patients later this spring.

Dr. Fernandez and his team at Oral	and	
Maxillofacial	Surgery	of	Ann	Arbor, 
who will be hosting an Oral Surgery Day 
of Caring on June 8, 2016.

Dr.	Kristin	Johnson and her team at 
Liberty	Dental for holding a special Day 
of Caring for Hope patients on January 21, 

2016, in honor of Martin Luther King Day.

Dr.	Lopez	and	the	Plymouth	team from 
Michigan	Oral	Surgeons for donating an 
afternoon in their practice to see Hope 
dental patients.

University	of	Michigan	second-year	
dental	hygiene	students	for making 
beautiful oral hygiene Easter baskets to 
distribute during Hope’s annual   
Easter party.

U-M hygiene students Kayla Buchanczenko, 
Brooke Miller, and Jamie Buchanczenko 
(left to right)

Our Many Thanks to You
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Attention Thrivent Financial Members
Thrivent Choice is a charitable grant program that allows mem-

bers to recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion 
of its charitable grant funds each year. If you are an eligible Thrivent 
member, please consider Hope Clinic when directing Choice Dol-
lars. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more about Thrivent 
Choice. You’ll find Hope 
Clinic listed under its le-
gal name, Hope Medical 
Clinic Inc. Thank you!

Wish List
The Evening of Hope Committee is looking for donat-

ed items to include in this year’s Evening of Hope event 
at the Yankee Air Museum. Suggestions include time in a 
vacation home, unused airline miles, tickets to athletic or 
entertainment events, etc. If you have any questions about 
the Evening of Hope or wish to volunteer, please contact 
Ann Marie Peterson at apeterson@thehopeclinic.org.

The Wayne Clinic needs a Canon CanoScan 
LiDE110 or LiDE120 Flatbed Scanner. Please call the 
Wayne Clinic at (734) 710-6688 if you are interested in 
making a donation.

Wish List

Attention	Kroger	Shoppers!

Kroger’s Community 
Rewards program helps 
support Hope Clinic. If 
you have been part of 
this program, it’s time to 
re-enroll to update Hope 
as your designated organization. If not, 
you may enroll at any time. For details 
on the process, please visit our web site 
at www.thehopeclinic.org and click 
the Kroger Community Rewards link 
under Opportunities. Thank	you!
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