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Tapestries come in many shapes and 
sizes. Some are very fancy, woven 

with expensive silk strands that have been 
richly dyed. Some are simple, with coarse 
threads roughly stitched together. Each one 
tells a story, depicting life from plain to so-
phisticated. And so it is with Hope Clinic. 
Much like a tapestry it, too, tells a story. Its 
threads weave together a network of doc-
tors and nurses, dentists and social workers, 
administrators, chaplains, and worship lead-
ers. Some are staff, some are volunteers, and 
some are individuals, churches, and founda-
tions contributing financially.

It was this picture of love, care, and com-
passion that drew me to Hope and caused 
me to reflect on my own tapestry. Were 
there threads from my life and work experi-
ence that could be woven into the work of 
Hope?

I was born in a post-WWII refugee camp 
in Germany where need was a daily com-
panion for my family and the thousands 

of other dis-
placed persons. 
Most had fled 
a communist 
regime with 
the clothes on 
their backs and 
survived their 
ordeal through 
the help of the 
Red Cross and 
American care 

packages filled with blankets, clothing, and 
household goods. A badly damaged baby 
pram, retrieved from a rubbish pile, re-
stored, painted, and lined, became my first 

little nest.
The grace of 

God, words of 
Scripture, and 
the kindness of 
strangers sus-
tained my fam-
ily and added a 
strong thread of 
hope to a war-
torn tapestry.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a fu-
ture.”

In 1951, when I was still a baby, a job and 
housing were arranged through government 
and relief agencies and my parents were able 
to leave the refugee camp. With grandma 
and baby in tow, they boarded a train to an 
unknown destination. With some pressure 
from the West German government, a re-
luctant landlady relinquished a small room 
in her spacious apartment and thus began 
the next chapter of the new normal. I went 
to my first day of school in a sweet little 
dress retrieved from one of those care pack-
ages delivered years earlier at the refugee 
camp.

I was blessed to grow up in a family where 
the sharing of resources was modeled daily. 
No matter how humble the meal, there was 
always a family member, neighbor, or friend 
who had even less. A meager pot of soup 
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Executive Director’s Corner

Imagine Hope Clinic as a beautiful woven 
tapestry, a “network of doctors and nurses, 

dentists and social workers, administrators, 
chaplains, and worship leaders.” What lovely 
imagery Barbara Davis provides us with in her 
feature article! We at Hope are honored to be 
part of the rich and varied embroidery of her 
life as it interweaves compassionately with the 
lives of our patients, clients, and guests. 

More than anything else, Hope Clinic is a 
channel for kind-hearted folks to provide 
loving service to God’s beloved poor. We ba-
sically set the stage and then open wide the 
doors to those in need and to our A-Team 
volunteers. Wonderful individuals like Barbara provide services under the guidance of our 
highly-skilled, spiritually-charged, and cheerful staff. Whether it’s treating a toothache, 
curing an illness, alleviating hunger, or mending an anguished heart, Hope volunteers are 
on the front lines of service. We earnestly invite you to join us!

We are also blessed to have generous financial supporters that keep the Hope channel of 
service operating. No matter how large or small, every donation to the Hope ministry is 
multiplied many times over through the generosity of volunteers. A very special thanks 
goes out to all of you who, amidst this busy and joyful season, have nonetheless volun-
teered and/or provided much needed financial support. We are all greatly blessed and 
encouraged by your contributions!

Just as Barbara is now woven into the living tapestry of Hope Clinic, please consider add-
ing your own threads of support in whatever ways you’re most able. And, please, continue 
to remember those we serve in your prayers.

Blessings to you all!

 

Jim Gajewski

Over five years ago, Hope’s Ypsilanti programs moved into the expanded and 
renovated Hope Center building. While still beautiful, our facility is not as new 
as it once was, and we are in need of dedicated volunteers to help maintain the 
building. We are seeking a volunteer plumber, electrician, and several gen-
eral maintenance volunteers who can help out for two to three hours once or 
twice a month for small projects and who are able to serve as resources for our 
building manager on an as needed basis.

If you are interested in volunteering in one of these capacities or would like to 
know about other volunteer opportunities at Hope, please contact Connie Hal-
lom at 734-484-2989 ext. 203 or challom@thehopeclinic.org.

seemed to yield enough servings to 
feed us and also provide a warm meal 
for someone who only had a crust of 
bread. Those visible acts of compassion 
and empathy were the early threads in 
my own tapestry. 

In 1967, I came to the United States 
and a few years thereafter, I came to 
faith in Christ. As the Lord Jesus and 
His word became real in my life, I was 
humbled and awed by His goodness 
and grace to my family during those 
trying years in the refugee camp and 
beyond, and again my own tapestry was 
strengthened in my early walk as a be-
liever. I watched as godly saints lived out 
their lives as followers of Jesus, sharing 
their blessings with those less fortunate, 
and teaching this baby Christian how to 
live life for Christ. 

Many years later, my husband and 
I learned about and supported Hope 
Clinic through our church. As I ap-
proached retirement after 35 years of 
church ministry, I began to think and 
pray about how to use that extra time 
and energy. The ministry of Hope beck-
oned, and I now have the privilege of 
adding a little thread to that ministry. 
There is no greater privilege than to 
labor for the cause of Christ – He said 
“Feed my sheep.”

When loaves of bread arrive from the 
various bakeries supplying Hope, the 
words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer echo in 
my heart and mind:

“So long as we eat our bread 
together, we shall have sufficient 
even for the least.

Not until one person desires to 
keep his own bread for himself 
does hunger ensue.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer – Life 
Together (1939, 1954 in English)

I am grateful to the One who provides 
manna from heaven and adds to the tap-
estry of Hope rich and strong threads of 
mercy and grace. 

To read more of Barbara’s story, visit 
Hope’s web site at www.thehopeclinic.org.

Continued from page 1.
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Thank you to the following 
organizations for their 

grant support:

•	 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
 for two grants from the Strengthening 
 the Safety Net program, one supporting
 the Wayne Clinic and the other 
 supporting both the Medical Clinic and 
 Dental Clinic programs at Hope Center
•	 First Presbyterian Church for a grant 
 to support the food programs
•	 Food Gatherers for Carrot Credits 
 (food-purchasing credits) and 
 operational support for the food 
 programs
•	 Masco Corporation Foundation for a 
 grant to support operations at the 
 Wayne Clinic
•	 Priority Health for a grant to provide 
 prescription medications for the 
 Medical Clinic pharmacy

Many thanks to the following 
churches and organizations 
for their volunteer support 
and/or financial or in-kind 

donations: 

Ann Arbor Christian Reformed Church
Carpenter’s House Church
Chelsea Nazerene Church
Christ the King Catholic Church
Church Women United of Ypsilanti
Community Free Will Baptist Church
First Assembly of God, Saline
First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor
First Congregational Church of Wayne
First Presbyterian Church, Ann Arbor
Geneva Presbyterian Church
House on the Rock Church
Knox Presbyterian Church
Lincoln Community 
   United Methodist Church

Living Water Church
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
New Millennium Baptist Church
Old Dominion Freight Line
Perrigo
Sanctuary at St. Joseph’s Village
St. Andrew Catholic Church
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor
St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
   Church – Blanket Ladies
TOPS 1560
UAW Local 898
Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church
WorkForce Software
Ypsilanti Assembly of God
Zion Lutheran Church
Zion Lutheran Church 
   Vacation Bible School

Our Many Thanks to You
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Many thanks to UAW Local 898, 
Washtenaw Federal Credit 

Union, and Gene Butman Ford for 
joining together for the “Fill a Ford 
for Kids” event in June. These orga-
nizations and businesses coordi-
nated a collection drive for school 
supplies and dental supplies for 
Hope Clinic at four different loca-
tions in the Ypsilanti area. The drive 
was a huge success, bringing in 
over $1,000 worth of donations.

Hope Bible Study Join us on Mondays in the Hope dining 
room for Words of Hope, a new Bible 

study for Hope clients, volunteers, staff, 
and any interested members of the com-
munity. We’ll be starting with the book of 
John, and the first weekly meeting will take 
place on Monday, September 19 from 12–1 
p.m. Whether you have studied the Bible 
for years or have never opened it before, 

you are invited to come and explore God’s word with us. Feel free to bring your 
lunch. Coffee and baked goods will also be offered. See you there!

Did you know there are two dif-
ferent ways that you can support 

Hope Clinic? One is Thrivent Choice, 
a charitable grant program that al-
lows members to recommend where 
Thrivent Financial distributes a portion 
of its charitable grant funds each year. 
If you are an eligible Thrivent member, 
please consider Hope Clinic when di-
recting Choice Dollars. Visit Thrivent.
com/thriventchoice to learn more about 
Thrivent Choice. You’ll find Hope Clinic 
listed under its legal name, Hope Medi-
cal Clinic, Inc.

In addition, Thrivent has an opportu-
nity called Thrivent Action Teams for 

members to apply for $250 gift cards 
to fund specific projects at Hope. We 
are currently using this program to fund 
our Men’s and Women’s Nights, but we 
could use gift cards for many other needs. 
For more info, visit Thrivent.com, type 
“Thrivent action teams” in the search 
box, and select the first result. To discuss 
ideas for gift cards, email Kathy Neumar 
at kneumar@thehopeclinic.org.

Thanks to Thrivent for being such a 
generous organization!

Attention Thrivent members
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Hope on the Horizon

Hope on the Horizon is a new ini-
tiative at the Hope Wayne Clinic. The 
program has been developed and will 
be run by Wayne social worker/patient 
advocate Kim Armstrong and Cheryl 
McIntosh, a lay Christian counselor 
and certified health and wellness life 
coach. Hope on the Horizon aims 
to holistically address stress manage-
ment by encouraging healthy rela-
tionships, proper nutrition, good par-
enting skills, smoking cessation, and 
participation in a walking program.

By promoting overall wellness, our 
goal is to support the efforts of our 
clients to improve their behavioral 
health, decrease obesity, and manage 
diabetes. Classes run on Tuesday eve-
nings from 6:30pm-8:30pm.

For more information, please con-
tact Kim Armstrong at 737-710-6688 
or via email at karmstrong@thehope-
clinic.org.


